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ﬂ TB or lung cancer? Only tests can tell
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For general awareness only; it does not replace your doctor’s advice.
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Why be careful?

TB and lung cancer cause the same symptoms: cough,
weight loss and blood in the sputum.

TB medicines should not be started on an X-ray alone.

Before TB treatment, have a molecular sputum test
(CBNAAT/TrueNat). It is free in government hospitals.

When to test for cancer too

If the sputum test does not confirm TB

If there is no improvement after about 4 weeks of TB
medicines

If you are over 40 and smoke or were exposed to
cooking smoke

If the X-ray shows a mass
If fluid keeps collecting around the lung

If symptoms return after earlier TB was cured

Which tests?

A CT scan, then bronchoscopy (a camera tube through
the throat) or a biopsy.

One sample can be tested for both TB and cancer.

TB and cancer can occur together. Months of
medicines without tests can delay a cancer diagnosis.

In short: TB and lung cancer look alike. Get a sputum test

before starting TB medicines, and get tested for cancer
too if there is no improvement in about 4 weeks.
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